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Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker morphology - comparisons among of local, island populations.
ISHIDA Ken (Univ. of Tokyo)
Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker (JPW, Picoides kizuki) distributes in east Asia. It inhabits from
subtropical to subarctic (subalpine) forests, and there are many small insular populations. The
species expanded its distribution into Kanto urban area. It does not inhabit on Sadogashima or
Tzu-Oshima Islands, close to Honshu Island, where we can see a good forest for the woodpecker.
There are several island populations which is farther than these two larger islands. These facts
suggest that comparing JPW local populations in morphologically and genetically helps us to
understand biological evolution, habitat selection of animals, and the origin of biodiversity. This
time I add the data of wild individuals in Shikoku and Kyushu. T also compare the most outer
primary feather length with wing length and others. There is a cline from north to south with
declining size. JPW on Okinawa Island was smallest. The individuals on Aamami Island, southern
Japan, were, however, almost the same size of those at Kanto or Miyake Island. These results
should tell about the JPW's history of distribution and ecology on islands. My data is short, but I
found a possibility that males of old, winter, population on Miyake Island had shorter wing than

males of new, breeding population, though their most outer primaries were the same in length.
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